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Introduction  

 

This report was undertaken as the result of a Memorandum of Agreement between the Illinois 

Historic Preservation Agency and J.K. Wilmot, LLC regarding the demolition of the 

Congregational Church of Deerfield Building, 225 Wilmot Road, Deerfield, Illinois.   As a result 

of this MOA and subsequent conversations/email correspondence between the IHPA and J.K. 

Wilmot LLC, the following stipulations were agreed upon to mitigate the effect of the 

demolition: 

 

¶ Exterior and interior photography of the church, with 5 x7 black and white photos to be 

printed on archival quality photographic paper. 

¶ An essay on the work of Robert Swanson, architect of the Congregational Church of 

Deerfield.   

¶ A review of non-residential Modernist (post-1950) buildings in Deerfield surveyed by 

students at The School of the Art Institute of Chicago in 2006, the list of which is 

included on Landmarks Illinoisô website, to identify whether any of the buildings have 

been demolished. 

¶ A windshield survey of single-family houses in Deerfield built between 1950 and 1976 to 

identify the best representative examples of various Mid-Century Modern architectural 

styles.  It was agreed that data sheets would be prepared for a maximum of 40 buildings.   

¶ Deliverables:  the final report and black and white photographs of the church in an 

archival clam-shell box; original drawings of the church, rolled and delivered in an 

archival storage tube; and an archival compact disk contacting a pdf of the final report 

and the TIF files of the images. 

 

Architectural historian Jean L. Guarino, Ph.D., was hired by J.K. Wilmot LLC in March 2016 to 

conduct the work specified above, the results of which are included in this report.  The photo log 

shown below is intended to accompany the black and white photographs that have been 

submitted with this report.   

 

Congregational Church of Deerfield Building Photo log: 

 

1.   Front elevation looking south 

2.   Front (north) and west elevation looking southeast 

3.   West elevation, looking east 

4.   Rear (south) elevation, looking northwest 

5.   East elevation, looking northwest 

6.   East elevation, looking southwest 

7.   View of church looking southwest toward Wilmot Road 

8.   Nave looking northeast 

9.   Nave looking south 

10. Nave looking southwest with ceiling cross 

11. Nave looking southeast 

12. Nave looking southwest 

13. Detail of non-original stained glass window in nave, installed 2006. 
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14. Narthex looking east with non-original double-doors to nave on the right. 

15. Narthex looking northeast showing original frosted glass windows. 

16. Meeting room looking southwest 

17. Office 1 looking northwest 

18. Hallway looking south 

19. Playroom looking northeast 

20. Classroom 1 looking southeast 

21. Classroom 2 looking southeast 

22. Office 2 looking southeast 

 

 

Architect Robert C. Swanson  
 

Robert C. Swanson, the architect of the Congregational Church of Deerfield Building, was born 

on November 14, 1926 and received a bachelorôs degree in architecture from the Illinois Institute 

of Technology in 1952.  Swanson is listed in the American Architects Directory of 1970, which 

identifies the Congregational Church of Deerfield Building as among his principal works, which 

also included:  Glenkirk School for Retarded Children in Glenview (1960); Fire Station No. 2 in 

Mount Prospect, Illinois (1963); Ginn and Co. office building in Arlington Heights (1964); and 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Matteson (1967).   

 

A search of the Chicago Tribuneôs historical database via proquest identified six other works 

designed by Robert Swanson, five of which were religious buildings.  These include:   

 

¶ Church of Christ, Scientist at Nagle and Ardmore avenues in Chicago, designed in the 

Colonial Revival style (1955; extant) 

¶ Summit Congregational Church, a two-story brick-clad building at 7400 55th Street in 

Summit (1956; extant) 

¶ A brick-clad gable-roofed sanctuary addition to the existing Colonial Revival style Glen 

Ellyn Covenant Church, 277 Hawthorne Street in Glen Ellyn (1957; extant) 

¶ Woodside Bible chapel at the southeast corner of Chicago and First Avenues in 

Maywood, a Modernist building on the banks of the DesPlaines River (1958; extant) 

¶ East Main Baptist Church at 10500 Milwaukee Avenue in Niles (1963).  According to the 

article on this building, it contained an open-beamed nave and blonde-wood pews.   

¶ A modernist house in Long Grove, identified in an article as designed in the ñSpanish 
Contemporaryò style (1966).   

 

Four of the six religious buildings listed above are extant, as shown by photos on Google Maps 

found through a search of their addresses.  The status of the other works by Swanson is known.   

 

Swanson practiced independently and maintained an office at 1565 Sherman Avenue in Evanston 

in 1965, the year he designed the Congregational Church of Deerfield.  The American Architects 

Directory of 1970 identified his office address as 518-26 Davis Street in Evanston and his home 

address as 2227 Pinehurst Drive in Glenview, Illinois.  Swanson was involved with the Chicago 
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Chapter of the American Institute of Architects, serving as the chairman of its religious 

architecture committee in 1969. 

 

It should be noted that the American Architects Directory of 1956 included a Robert C. Swanson 

who was born in 1906 and maintained a home and office at 6443 Minnehaha Avenue in Chicago.  

It is possible that he was the father of the Robert C. Swanson who designed the Congregational 

Church of Deerfield Building.  The Chicago Tribune article on the 1955 Christian Science 

Church at Nagle and Ardmore avenues in Chicago identified its architect as Robert Swanson at 

the 6443 Minnehaha Avenue address.  It is unknown whether this church was designed by the 

elder Swanson or the younger Swanson, who may have worked in his fatherôs office at that time.   

 

Sources of information on Swanson are listed below and copies of the articles found are included 

at the end of this report. 

 

American Architects Directory (First Edition) 1956. 

American Architects Directory (Third Edition) 1970. 

ñDedicate New Church Sunday in Maywood,ò Chicago Tribune, October 12, 1958. 

ñMaine Baptist Church to be Hailed Today,ò Chicago Tribune, May 12, 1963. 

ñNew Covenant Building will be Dedicated,ò Chicago Tribune, November 24, 1957. 

ñPlace Opening for Scientist Church in 1956,ò Chicago Tribune, Oct. 27, 1955. 

ñSummit Church will Dedicate $160,000 Unit,ò Chicago Tribune, May 6, 1956. 

ñSpanish Mediterranean,ò Chicago Tribune, August 13, 1966. 

 

 

 
Robert C. Swanson, Woodside Bible Chapel at Chicago and First avenues, Maywood 

Source:  http://aws1-images2.citysearch.net/assets/imgdb2/reinvent/profile/2012/8/6/17/mkYRyhPp.jpg 
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Mid -Century Modern Houses in Deerfield 

 

A windshield survey of single-family houses erected between 1950 and 1976 in Deerfield was 

conducted on April 4 and April 13, 2016, during which time the following seven architectural 

styles were identified: 

 

Neo-Colonial 

Neo-French 

Neo-Mediterranean 

Ranch 

Split-Level 

Contemporary 

Mansard 

 

The 40 data sheets in this report feature representative examples of each of these styles.  Only 

one example of a Neo-French style house with its characteristic steeply-pitched hip roof was 

identified.  Houses designed in the Neo-Mediterranean style typically feature low-pitched hipped 

roofs and U-shaped plans that enclose small front courtyards.  Both of these styles are 

uncommon in Deerfield, with examples mainly concentrated near Lake Eleanor in the 

northwestern corner of Deerfield.   

 

Examples of the Neo-Colonial, Ranch and Split-Level styles are found throughout the Village.   

The Neo-Colonial style includes both modest, brick-clad gable-roofed Cape Cod houses with 

detached garages from the 1950s as well as later houses from the 1960s and 1970s with modest 

Colonial detailing, such as second story overhangs and/or Classical door surrounds/detailing.  

Deerfield boasts a plethora of Ranch and Split-Level houses from the 1960s and 1970s with large 

picture windows and hip roofs.  They include both modest versions with attached one-car 

garages and later versions with two-car garages.   

 

Deerfield also features a number of interesting Contemporary style houses that appear to date to 

the 1960s.  Many such houses have either flat or offset gable roofs and some have carports rather 

than attached garages.  The best examples of Mansard style houses from the 1970s are situated 

on and around Castlewood Lane on the western edge of Deerfield. These houses generally 

display brick cladding in varying colors in addition to their hallmark mansard roofs and feature 

two-car attached garages.   

 

Deerfieldôs Mid-Century Modern houses are clad in varying materials, including wood, vinyl, 

brick, rusticated stone or a combination of these materials.  In terms of geography, the older 

residential building stock from the 1950s and 1960s is generally located east of Waukegan 

Avenue and also clustered on either side of Deerfield Road just west of Waukegan Avenue.  

Building stock from the 1970s is generally clustered at the western and southern peripheries of 

the Deerfield, near Wilmot and Lake-Cook Roads, respectively.   
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Review of Non-Residential Mid-Century Modern Buildings Previously Surveyed 

 

Students from the School of the Art Institute of Chicagoôs Historic Preservation Program 

conducted a windshield survey of Deerfield in 2006, which identified a total of 22 non-

residential buildings.   Data forms for each of these buildings were uploaded to the website of 

Landmarks Illinois:  http://landmarksil.org/saic_search_results.php.  During site visits to 

Deerfield in April 2016, consultant determined that two of the 22 buildings previously surveyed 

have been demolished: 

 

¶ A retail building at 650 Deerfield Road (replaced by a strip mall) 

¶ A retail strip mall at 360-380 Lake-Cook Road (replaced by an American Mattress store) 

 

The remaining buildings surveyed by the SAIC students are extant as of April 2016 and their 

addresses are listed below: 

 

155 Deerfield Road:  First Church of Christ Scientist 

600 Deerfield Road:  Christ United Methodist (1920s Colonial Revival church with mansard 

addition) 

636 Deerfield Road: retail 

700 Deerfield Road:  bank 

812 Deerfield Road:  offices  

2075 Deerfield Road:  vacant 

200 Lake-Cook Road:  North Suburban Church 

400 Lake-Cook Road:  offices 

420 Lake-Cook Road:  offices 

200 Wilmot Road:  offices 

300-304 Wilmot Road:  offices 

795 Wilmot Road:  Wilmot Elementary School 

120 Waukegan Road:  Firestone 

130 Waukegan Road:  offices 

150 Waukegan Road:  animal hospital 

725 Waukegan Road:  bank 

920 Waukegan Road:  Deerfield Public Library 

1452 Waukegan Road:  retail 

1480 Waukegan Road:  restaurant 

1959 Waukegan Road:  Deerfield High School 

 

  

http://landmarksil.org/saic_search_results.php
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF DEERFIELD, 225 WILMOT ROAD 

 

 
Front elevation looking south 

 

 
Front (north) and west elevation looking southeast 
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF DEERFIELD, 225 WILMOT ROAD 

 

 
West elevation, looking east 

 

 

 
Rear (south) elevation, looking northwest 
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF DEERFIELD, 225 WILMOT ROAD 

 

 
East elevation, looking northwest 

 

 
East elevation, looking southwest 
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF DEERFIELD, 225 WILMOT ROAD 

 

 
View of church looking southwest toward Wilmot Road 

 

 
Nave looking northeast 
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CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OF DEERFIELD, 225 WILMOT ROAD 

 

 
Nave looking south 

 

 

 
Nave looking southwest with ceiling cross 


